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Effective teaching of autism 
spectrum students is:

ÅNot directly related what you know

ÅBut is correlated to what you understand

ÅAlso correlated to positive interpersonal 
relationships (Goodall, 2013)
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Today we will look at
Å¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ  ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀǳǘƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƻŦ 
the autism on teaching and learning

ÅSimple but effective strategies to implement the 
curriculum in inclusive settings

ÅMinimizing behavioursof concern.

This will be done through giving you an insight into 
the experience and mind of autistic                 
spectrum students of all ages.
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¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΩǎ ŀǳǘƛǎƳ

The diagnostic label tells you that the student:

ÅThinks differently

ÅExperiences and responds to the world differently

ÅHas a different linguistic framework

It does NOT tell you

What the student is good at

What the student likes

What the student needs support with
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Understanding your AS students

Find out:

Åwhat/who they like

Åwhat they are good at 

Åwhat interests them

Åwhat/who they dislike

Åwhat they struggle with

Åcommunication style & type

& create a working profile
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What/who they like

ÅPeople

ÅPlaces

ÅThings/objects

ÅSensory inputs

ÅStories/books/songs/movies
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Sensory input

ÅSensory input is perceived as either muted and/or 
intensified compared to typical people ςthis is often 
referred to as hypo and hyper sensitivity
ÅThis leads to experiential differences
ÅThis also helps explain sensory sensitivities and 
sensory seeking and/or avoiding behaviours
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ÅSight

ÅSound

ÅTaste

ÅTouch/texture/feel

ÅSmell

ÅVestibular ςsense 
of balance

ÅProprioception -
sense of where 
our body is in 
space



Typical people are able to 
both filter and prioritise 
sensory input. People on 
the autism spectrum 
struggle to do this and can 
easily become 
overwhelmed.

Dr Emma Goodall    ©2015          http://healthypossibilities.net 8



Practical Strategy:

ÅDO a sensory screen every six -12 months with the family

ÅDO not just note issues but record Known and possible 
strategies

ÅCome up with 1 or 2 preferred strategies that will aide the 
child/adult to self-regulate
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What they are good at/what 
interests them

ÅSkills and knowledge

ÅPassions and interests
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What/who they dislike

ÅPeople

ÅPlaces

ÅThings/objects

ÅSensory inputs

ÅStories/books/songs/movies
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What they struggle with

Skills and knowledge:

ÅPhysical 

ÅEmotional

ÅSocial/interpersonal

ÅSelf awareness

ÅAcademic

ÅCreative 
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Communication type and style

Is the child verbal, non-verbal or partially verbal?
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Auditory processing profile

Å What system of 
communication is in 
place?

Å Who knows how to 
use this?

Å If none ςwhat 
choices are there?

Å Who is going to train     
.the staff and all the 
.class to use the 
.system?

Å When does the child 
talk?

Å When are they 
mute?

Å What can support 
the child to 
communicate when 
they are non-verbal?

Å Is their speech 
fluent?

Å Is their speech fluid?
Å Are there speech 

difficulties?
Å How literal are 

they?
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Working profile

Å[ŜŀǊƴǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘΧΦ

Å[ŜŀǊƴǎ ōŜǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƛǎΧΧΧΦΦ

ÅBest method for student to demonstrate their learning 
ƛǎΧΦΦ
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This base knowledge will help you to:

ÅPlan effectively 

ÅTeach more effectively through interests/ 
passions

ÅTeach to the preferred learning style

ÅMinimize meltdowns

ÅIncrease achievements
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You may not KNOW what your students 
are thinking
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